
 
  

Maundy Thursday, April 6th at 6 p.m. 
You are invited to “The Living Last 
Supper” The program will start at 6:00 
PM with a potluck dinner of salads and 
desserts to follow. We will have a sign-up 
at the welcome center if you plan to 
attend. We also need volunteers to assist 
with “hand washing” before the program. 
  
Good Friday, April 7th at 6 p.m. 
In this worship experience we will hear 
the story about Jesus last few days on 
earth. 

Easter Sunday April 9th 
6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service in Parking 

Lot 
9 a.m. Modern Service 

11 a.m. Tradi=onal Service 
Easter Egg Hunt In-between Services 

 
Easter Egg Candy 

We have set a box out by the welcome desk. 
Community Kids will be having an Easter Egg 

Hunt immediately following the 9:00 a.m. 
Easter Service. They would love donations of 

plastic-filled Easter Eggs by April 6th. 
 



 
  

2022-2023 
Church Finances 

If you have quesNons 
about Church Finances 
call the Church office. 



 
  Thank You 
My recovery from recent knee 
surgery would have been a 
greater challenge had it not been 
for the many kindnesses offered 
to me by the gracious community 
that is FUMC-CR. I thank all of you 
for your prayers, the lovely cards, 
the encouraging words, and the 
delicious food prepared for my 
family. “My cup runneth over” 
(not to menKon our freezer). 
God’s presence comes to me, as 
always, through the hearts and 
hands of my faith community. I 
humbly thank each of you. —Julie 
Bailey 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study has begun their study of 
Adam Hamilton’s 24 Hours that Changed the World that will extend 
over the next 8 weeks of EasterKde. In this book, Hamilton guides our 
understanding of Jesus’ suffering and death. He retraces the day that 
changed human history in his usual straighUorward yet easy, 
conversaKonal style that speaks to both long-Kme ChrisKans and 
those who are simply curious about the story of Christ’s crucifixion. 
Join us on Tuesday morning at 9:30 in the church library. Books are 
available for purchase on line at Amazon, Cokesbury and Thri[books. 



 
  

It’s Okay to Be Human . . . 
 
We’re brought up to be strong, self-sufficient, 
independent people. We tend to think that if 
we ask for help, it’s a sign of weakness. So we 
try to keep our struggles hidden, stuffed deep 
inside. However, that’s not God’s plan. 
GalaKans 6:2 says, “Bear one another’s 
burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” God 
wants us to care for others—and allow others 
to care for us in our Kme of need 
If you’re sad or struggling inside, don’t suffer 
alone. Ask for help. We’ve got a team of 
Stephen Ministers who are ready to listen, care, 
encourage, pray, and help you through a tough 
Kme. Men are matched with men, and women 
with women. (It’s completely confidenKal too!)  
 
To find out more about Stephen Ministry for 
you or someone you know, talk with one of our 
Stephen Ministers (we have blue name tags) or 
contact Pastor Mab or Rev Sarah 

Bell Choir  
As Nancy Docksey assumes the 
directorship of our Bell Choir, she 
reports that we have enough people 
for 2 octaves of bells, but we have 4 
octaves and could use 8 more people 
to ring these beauKful bells! If you 
would like to be a part of this music 
ministry, please reach out to Nancy 
during the welcome Kme at 10:45 or 
by contacKng her at 303-877-9085. 
Mary Beth MarKn and Mike Vitek were 
recently part of the bell polishing team 
and were able to get half of the bells 
ready to ring with sparkle. They are 
ready for your gloved hands. 



Reflec%on from Rev. Sarah: 
1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the 

mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go 
and anoint him. 2And very early on the first day of the week, when 
the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had been saying 

to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the 
entrance to the tomb?” 4When they looked up, they saw that the 
stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back.~ Mark 

16 1-4 
 

 Where have you encountered stones in your life?  Large stones 
that keep you from comple:ng the task that God has 
assigned?  Stones that block the view of the great things God has 
done in your life?  As you have encountered the stones, have they 
had an impact on your spiritual journey and the direc:on you 
take? 
 

One of these stones is the fear of failure.  This stone keeps you 
back when you are just afraid that you won’t be able to do that 

thing that you need to do.  Fear of failure blocks you in by telling you that you’ll be ridiculed and laughed at if 
you don’t succeed.  Jesus rolls away the stone of ‘Fear of Failure’ by filling you with the faith you need and the 
knowing that you can do it!  Believe in the vision God put in your heart and act on it! 
Another stone that needs to be rolled away is the stone of past hurts and failures.  If you find that every :me 
you start to move forward, you’re blocked by a painful memory from the past, you need to allow those sent by 
God to help you to roll away your stone of past pain and failure. 
 

You can’t go back and change the past, but you can change the future by faith.  Do not allow past failures to 
tell you what you can and can’t do.  With the strength faith gives remember that was then and this is now. 
Then, there’s the stone of ‘Other Peoples’ Opinions’. That’s one of the biggest stones that can hold us 
back.  The fear of cri:cism and rejec:on by other people who don’t really understand us.  This stone is moved 
away when we no longer stopped by the fear of rejec:on or disapproval. 
 

Have you asked out loud, “How will I roll that stone away?  Who will help me?”  Have there been angels that 
have come to assist you?  Friends, family, or perhaps a caring stranger who goes ahead of you and rolls the 

stone away for you.  Were you amazed, were you grateful for the help?  Perhaps at first you were a little 
anxious and fear was allowed to creep in.  Then you realized that now you would be able to go ahead and do 
the task at hand  As the stones no longer blocked your view you are able to see the amazing things that God 

has done.  Thanks be to God! 
 

Next Book Study: The Way of the Heart By Henri J. M. Nouwen 
In Person Sessions, Mondays  May 1,  2023 to May  22 2023; 6:30PM to 8:30 
Zoom Sessions, Fridays May 5 2023  to May  26 2023; 6:30PM to 8:30PM 
Inspired by the ancient teachings of St. Anthony and the Desert Fathers, The Way of the Heart clears before us a 
spiritual path consisHng of three stepping-stones: Solitude (learning not to be alone but to be alone with God); 
Silence (the discipline by which the inner fire of God is tended and kept alive); and Prayer (standing in the 
presence of God with the mind in the heart).  
Henri Nouwen brilliantly illuminates each of these disciplines. In reflecHons that are beauHfully clear and 
pracHcal, as upliTing on the fourth reading as on the first, he helps us separate the wheat from the chaff in our 
spiritual lives–and reconnects us with what truly maWers. Within this one small book lies the most relevant and 
inspiring challenge that we shall ever face: to surrender the compulsive noise of the world for the way of the 
heart that leads us to God. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
April Devotion 

Change does not change tradition. It strengthens it.  
Change is a challenge and an opportunity; not a threat.— Prince Phillip of England  

 
Like most people, I have a love-hate relationship with change. When I first started out in ministry, sending an 
email reminder of things happening in the church was not even a thing. Now email is only one of the many 
avenues through which we share Church information.  
 
I was working on my Easter message, thinking about how Jesus changed the world and I stumbled across this 
story from: https://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/9478066/fan-catches-four-foul-balls-cleveland-indians-
game  
 
On July 14th, 2013, Mr. Van Niel, a season-ticket holder for Major League Baseball's Cleveland Indians, gave up 
his regular seats for one game at Progressive Field. Van Niel took advantage of a season-ticket exchange, 
which landed him, his brother, and his two nephews in Section 160 down the third-base line. 
 
Throughout his life as a diehard baseball fan, Van Niel had never caught a foul ball. But after changing seats on 
July 14th and showing up in Section 160, he snagged not one, not two, not three, but an amazing four foul 
balls. Just to give some perspective, according to ESPN's Stats & Information, the odds of catching one foul ball 
in a pro baseball game are about a thousand to one. The odds of one person catching four foul balls in the 
same game are approximately a trillion to one. 
 
Van Niel offered the following explanation: "Three of them were catches and one was a ball I picked up off the 
ground. The third one … I think I ended up sprawled across a few rows, and I got some cheese on myself. But 
the other ones were just a matter of being in the right place at the right time." 
 
I have been to a lot of professional baseball games and I have yet to get a ball. I have even tried to sit in the 
prime foul ball or homerun seats and not a ball got close. This does not stop me from going to games, and 
someday I will get one ball, at least that is the hope I hold on to.  
 
We as a Church are faced with an opportunity to change seats. What if we were willing to do something 
different so that we can have the opportunity to catch more? Jesus even invites us to change in Matthew 4:17 
“Change your hearts and lives! This takes time and prayer and a willingness to be strengthened by changing. 
 
Thank you, Church, for all the words of encouragement, prayers and help during my hip replacement. Still 
have a way to go before I am back to a new normal, but I am getting there with your help. Thank you so much.  
 
Peace be with you,  
Pastor Matt 

 
 



What Am I Reading? 
I am in-between seasons and book but I have an Amazon Idea List for books: 
http://a.co/9fQNdWz 
 

Upcoming Events At CRFUMC 
Online Prayer Request 

You can submit an online prayer request here: hfps://www.fumccr.org/prayer-request or by clicking the 
praying hands on our website.  

 
Backpack Prison Ministry 

On Sunday, March 26th, the Mission Team will provide an opportunity for our Church family to par:cipate in 
our backpack ministry program.  Our backpack ministry program responds to Christ’s concern for prisoners 
(Mafhew 25: 36, 39, 43).  Our Church is the only organiza:on that provides backpacks to indigent men and 
women being released from the Douglas County Correc:onal Facility. 
 
Prison ministry goes back to the beginning of Methodism. Eight years before John Wesley’s heart-warming 
experience of God’s grace on Aldersgate Street, he had already begun prac:cing acts of mercy as an essen:al 
part of faith.  One of his acts of mercy was to visit prison five days a week. 
 
When Kenny Teague, Minister at the Douglas County Sheriff Deten:on Center learned we were going to do the 
Backpack Ministry again, he said this is awesome and thank you and your members there.  We appreciate this 
blessing every year your able to do this ministry.  Aner consulta:on with Kenny, we want to provide 48 
backpacks (36 for men and 12 for women).  We purchase the backpacks and then fill them with a wide variety 
of personal items, such as toothbrush, toothpaste, socks, towel/washcloth, razor, socks, wallet, and other 
personal items.  There is also devo:onal material in each backpack to help these men and women get their life 
on track with spiritual help. 
 
Please stop by the table in the narthex and choose a card lis:ng an item or items to be purchased or give a 
cash dona:on for the purchase of the backpacks and/or the needed supplies and toiletries.  The supplies for 
the backpacks need to be returned to the Church by Sunday, April 16th. 
 

Catch Pastor Matt for Coffee 
I am back to working at Crowfoot Valley Coffee on 734 Wilcox St. Monday-Thursday from about 7:45 a.m. until 
about 10 a.m. Feel free to swing by and grab a drink of choice and talk to me you will not be bothering me if I 
have my laptop up and typing away. If you want to meet me there to chat just give me a heads-up to make 
sure I am going to be in the coffee shop. 
 

Little Library Reminder 
Browse and borrow freely or trade in one at a time. Please do not bring boxes of books. 
 

Grocery Story Card Update 
Currently we have over 50 families participating in this program. We receive about $450/quarter from King 
Soopers. Check the welcome center for directions for signing up for the first time with them. The Safeway 
Cards are now available. Contact the church office to pick one up.. We have received approximately 
$250/quarter from Safeway. There is no dollar amount on them this time so folks will just pick up a card and 
head to Safeway to load the amount they choose to have on it . NOTE: You may use the money you have 
remaining on the old card, but you will not be able to reload it. 
 



Church Directory Update 
We know there might be errors or missing info. If you want those changed please let Pastor Matt know so that 
we can adjust those. They will update the data in the app about a week after adjusted. As for the printed 
version, we are discerning a way to best let you know of changes that are protective of information.  
 
To view the directory online, go to members.InstantChurchDirectory.com and follow the prompts under “Sign 
In” to “Create a login now.” Please remember, you must confirm your email address before you can sign in. 
There is also a free mobile app available for download at the Apple® App store in iTunes®, Google Play™ store 
and the Amazon Fire App Store. Simply search for “Instant Church Directory” to get the download. You will 
need to use your email address as listed in our directory to create a log-in the first time you use the directory 
online and via the mobile app. 
 

Please contact the church office for links to these Zooms: 
• Stephen Ministry Supervision meets the second and fourth Thursdays at 6:30 pm 

• Rev. Sarah’s Contemporary Discussion Group, Zoom Sessions: Fridays at 6:30 

• Coffee Time with Rev. Saah, Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. 

 


