
  



  



  



Moments in CRFUMC History 
The spiritual life and outreach of the church. 

 
It was a time of beginnings. Castle Rock was a struggling community in 1874. When, in competition 
was Sedalia and Franktown (then called Frank’s Town), it was decided to locate a new courthouse 
here. Douglas County, a part of Colorado territory, had previously extended to the Kansas line and 
was included in Kansas territory. It was not until 1876 the Colorado became a state.  
 
Into this primitive situation came Rev. C. A. Brooks on May 17, 1874, to preach the first sermon in 
Castle Rock. He preached in a carpenter shop and appropriately his text was Matthew 13:55:  “is not 
this the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary? And his brethren and James and Joseph and 
Simon and Judas?“ 

After the establishment of the Castle Rock circuit in 
August, Rev.  Brooks returned as the first minister. He 
preached here every Sunday. Monthly services were 
held in Sedalia, Spring Valley, Hilltop, Glen Grove, 
Greenland, Parker, and Founders, some on Sunday 
afternoons or even on Saturday nights.  
 
Rev. Brooks wrote in his report, “the religious 
condition of the circuit was terribly discouraging, but 
God was with us at some points and helped us in the 
work. At Castle Rock and Bear Canyon, Sunday 
schools and class meetings were put underway. In 
January of 1875 a protracted meeting at the former 
place, resulted in a number  of conversions, both in 
and out of the church and seven accessions to our 
membership on probation and two by letter.“  



Rev. Sarah’s  Space 
Proverbs 19:8:  The one who gets wisdom loves life; the one 
who cherishes understanding will soon prosper. 
 
 This is the time of year when we watch as college students 
pack the car to head back to school.  They are excited to 
start another year of learning and searching for 
knowledge.  Younger students put on new school clothes 
and gather up their backpacks and head out the door for 
another year of learning and growing.  It is a very exciting 
time, and perhaps it can be just a little scary.  As adults who 
have finished their education, do we still include things in 
our daily schedule that help us be lifelong learners, things 
that help keep us open and growing?  
 
The learning we are called to do in the Book of Proverbs 
takes place when we push ourselves to stretch.  When 
people work on tasks that aren’t entirely comfortable, they 
find opportunities for growth appear.  Do you have a certain 
task that puts you in your learning zone? When do you 

acquire new knowledge?  When do you find opportunity to practice new skills?  Where in your daily 
routine do you find opportunity for growth? 
 
People spend 40 to 50 years in the workforce.  Perhaps this will be in several work settings and 
include changes in occupations.  A great deal of our waking hours are spent at work.  Work has a 
huge impact on our health and wellbeing.  As life-long learners it is important that we do what we 
love. 
 
The goal of life-long learning demands of us that we make self-care a top priority.  We grow best 
when we are paying attention to exercise, nutrition, sleep, and relaxation.  We must find balance 
between what the world demands and what we need to be fully functional.  It is at that place of 
balance that wisdom comes and our search for understanding is successful. 
 
May you find your own path to life-long learning.  Continue your search for knowledge and embrace 
the gifts of wisdom and love that it brings. 
 
Blessings 
Rev. Sarah 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

People plan their path, but the Lord secures their steps. 
Proverbs 16:9 CEB  

 
Proverbs 16:9 teaches us that while we make plans for our journey, it's ultimately the 
Lord who guides our steps. Often, our intentions take us on unexpected paths, 
especially evident in times like the COVID era, where the term "Pivot" has become 
integral to our lives. Embracing change can be beneficial if we maintain a spirit of 
flexibility by… 
 

• Embracing Openness: Approach change with an open heart, an open mind, and 
open doors. Rather than seeing it as a disturbance, let's view it as a chance for 
personal development. God's designs often surpass our own, leading us to 
unforeseen opportunities. 
 

• Fostering Community Support: As a united church community, we can stand by 
one another during life's transitions. By lending an empathetic ear, offering 
encouragement, and praying together, we can make the journey more 
manageable. 
 

• Walking in Faith: When God calls for a change in direction, let's be prepared to 
step out in faith, even when it feels uncomfortable. Remember that the disciples 
left their familiar lives to follow Jesus, resulting in transformative changes. 
 

• Persevering: Although navigating change can be demanding, persistence is vital. 
By keeping our focus on God's promises, we can continue progressing forward. 

 
Whenever life demands a pivot, remember that God stands beside you and loves you 
through every twist and turn of the journey. 
 
See You Sunday, 
Pastor Matt  
 
  



  



 


